The Wedding Ceremony

Uniting

Nicholas James Ponton

And

Jessica Lynn Wheeler

September 26, 2009
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Roosevelt Garden

Marriott Chicago Midway

6:00 PM


To Our Parents - 

Daniel & Laura Heneghan
Steven & Joanie Ponton

From the Bride 
Mom and Dan - I am the woman I am today because of you. I can not thank you enough for all you have done for me. Mom- you are my best friend and biggest supporter. Dan- a girl couldn't ask for a better father- even if I got to pick you myself.  From moving me to 3 different states to helping us with the wedding- you both have always been there for me. Words can not express how much I love you and am thankful for you.

To  the Pontons - thank you for welcoming me into your family. Thank you for raising such a wonderful son and not questioning when he moved away with me after only 7 months of dating. :) I am so happy to officially be part of your family- even though you made me feel like part of it from day one.

There are so many people who are no longer with us that we are thinking of on this special day.  While they are not here in person, we know they are with us in spirit.  One person who I need to thank for making me who I am today is my grandma, Donna Musson, who passed away this past February.  I know she's up there smiling down on us...after all, the bridesmaids are wearing her favorite color.  I love your Gram!  I hope you like all the orange!

From The Groom

Mom and Dad  - I can't thank you enough for the constant support and love I got growing up.  From baseball camps and private lessons to everything you went through to put me through college, I appreciate it more than you will ever realize.  Thank you for allowing me to follow my dreams even though it meant moving away.  Thank you for not freaking out more than I did when I told you I was moving to Lansing with a girl I had only been dating for seven months.  It's been tough for all of us, but your weekend visits always mean so much to us.  I love you so much for supporting me and letting me do what I need to do.  

To  the Heneghans - You have no idea how perfect of a woman you have raised.  I never though I'd meet anyone like Jessica and I still kick myself every time I think about how long it actually took me to ask her out on that first date.  

We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone 

who could join us on our special day.

You are here because you each hold a special

place in our hearts.  Thank you for making

today a day we will never forget!

With Love, 

Nick & Jessica

Officiate: Reverend Marylynn J. Garrison, PHD.

The Unity Sand Ceremony:                 


The Unity Sand Ceremony is a tradition 
that has become a popular option for 
outdoor weddings.  It's roots are disputed 
with evidence that it may have originated 
in Hawaii.  The principles are the same as 
the more traditional unity candle.  We will 


each pour a colored sand into a vase to 


represent the blending of our two families.  


When the ceremony is over, we will have a 


visual reminder of the vows we took this 
day.

Bride's Attendants

Matron of Honor, Anne Styx, friend of the Bride 

Anne and I went to high school together and then went on to coach speech and direct plays together. Anne has stuck by me move after move- and even made the long trek to Idaho to visit me. Anne married her high school sweetheart, Mike, and I searched a long time to find a love like they have. I want to thank her for providing such a wonderful example of family and love for me to look up to.

Anne is a Communications and Mass Media teacher at Martino Jr. High School in New Lenox. She has 2 sons- Henry, 3 and Charlie, 6 months.

Bridesmaid, Pamela Stoffregen-Gay, friend of the Bride 

Pam and I also went to high school together and our friendship has grown stronger since then. She too has helped me through my many moves and also made the long trip to visit me out west. Pam married her college sweetheart, Bryan, and their love for each other and the strength in their marriage always amazes me and has provided me with great inspiration. Pam is a marketing manager at User Centric in Oakbrook Terrace. She has a 14 month old daughter, Natalie.

Bridesmaid, Sarah Dallof, friend of the Bride 

Sarah and I became friends instantly. We met in Idaho while working at competing TV stations there. We were born a day apart- which might explain why we are so close. And even though its been years since we lived in the same state- I consider her one of my closest friends and we both know any time day or night, and even with the 2 hour time different we can call each other any time and the other person will be there. I want to thank her for making the long trek here to be with us today. Sarah is a TV news reporter in Salt Lake City, Utah.

Bridesmaid, Siemny Chhuon, friend of the Bride 

Siemny and I also met in Idaho. We started at the same TV station a week apart and became each others family out there in the middle of nowhere. From spending holidays and birthdays together- Sim has always been there for me. And while work has taken us apart I know we will always be friends. I also need to thank her for making the very long trip to be here with us today. Siemny is a morning news anchor in Bakersfield, California.

Bridesmaid, Kelly Franson, friend of the Bride 

Kelly was my mentor and friend in Idaho. We both worked together at the same station and it was her job to train me to be a weather forecaster, but we also became great friends in the process. Kelly too was like my family when I was 1,400 miles away from home. That first Thanksgiving there- we ate dinner together at the truck stop gas station in town. Work has since moved us both far away from Idaho- but I still consider Kelly a great friend. I also need to thank her for making the long trip to join us today. Kelly is a TV meteorologist in Charlotte, North Carolina.

Groom's Attendants

Best Man, Shane Ponton, brother of the Groom

My mom was lucky enough to get two boys to raise 17 months apart.  I know we were a handful.  Having a younger brother just over a year younger than me always provided me with constant entertainment.  We were always interested in the same things and we had a big network of friends which made for some interesting football, volleyball, and baseball games in our backyard.  As we got older, Shane and I became even closer even when I thought it was a good idea to leave Ashkum. He's always been there when I've needed someone to talk to and since he's been through this already, was able to give me advice....instead of the other way around.  Shane was married to his high school sweetheart, Valery Benscoter on May 20, 2006 and I served as the best man.  I've asked Shane to return the favor.  While I have a lot of great friends, I knew from the moment we started planning this that Shane would be my best man.   Last October, they gave my parents their first grandchild with their birth of their daughter, Ella.  Shane & Val reside in Clifton, IL.  He works at Valspar Corp. in Kankakee.  

Groomsman, Kyle Anderson, friend of the Groom

Kyle and I have been friends as long as I can remember.  My family moved next to Kyle's family when the two of us where just over a year old.  We were inseparable in grade school and spent many days playing sports in one of our backyards.  Being from a small town, our parents would let us leave for the day with the instructions to “Be home at the church bells” (there's a bell at the Lutheran church that  rings everyday at 6:00.  The town is small enough that you can hear it from anywhere).  In 8th grade, Kyle moved from Ashkum to Hoopeston where he finished high school.  Still, we stayed in touch as best as we could in the days before Facebook and Iphone's.  Kyle went on to college at Eastern Illinois where he was introduced to Stephanie Miller by a mutual friend.  They were married in February of 2004. I was an usher in that ceremony and couldn't be happier that Kyle standing up with me today.  They have two daughters, Olivia who is four and Isabelle who is two.  Kyle and his wife live in Pana, IL.  He works at Akorn Inc. in Decatur., IL as the manager of validation and quality engineering.

Groomsman, Steve Fowler, friend of the Groom

Steve and I have been friends since high school.  He's a couple years older than me, so we didn't really have the same set of friends until I was moved up as a sophomore to play varsity baseball.  We shared of love of cheesy horror movies and frozen pizza.  Our common bond was a group of friends that all hung out at the Harwood's house in Clifton.  Every Friday and Saturday night, a group of 10-15 teenage boys piled in to the basement to play video games, ping pong and watch the horrible movies Steve and I picked up at Family Video.  After Steve met his future wife, she became part of the circle also became a friend.  In October of 2002, Steve married Katie Vanderlaan and I was the best man in the ceremony.  It was an unexpected honor and I'm thrilled to have Steve be a part of my special day.  Steve and Katie live in Danforth, IL and have two kids.  Damon is xx and Jersey is xx.  Steve works at Valspar Corp. in Kankakee. 

Groomsman, Corey Siebring, friend of the Groom

Corey is another guy who I've known longer than I can remember.  After another move in Ashkum, we moved about a block from the Siebrings who had two boys of their own.  Corey is exactly nine months older than I am.  His brother, Bobby, is another year older.  Corey and I were friends through high school.  After high school, Corey went to Western Illinois University for year before transferring to the University of St. Francis in Joliet where I was attending school and playing baseball.  Our sophomore year, we roomed together in the dorms.  The next two years, we each got a single room but still lived just a few doors down from each other.  We graduated from St. Francis on the same day.  I had a Journalism degree.  Corey had one in business.  While in college, Corey met his future wife and was married a year after graduation on Thanksgiving weekend.  I put my journalism degree to good use at Corey and Chelsey's wedding by serving as the photographer.  Since you can't take pictures with a business degree, I'm honored to have Corey standing with me on this day.  Corey and Chelsey still live in Ashkum not far from the house he grew up in.  He's employed by Del Monte Fresh Produce as an A/P Office Clerk in Kankakee.

